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Materials 
For this paper you must have: 

• an AQA 16-page answer book. 

 

Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen.  

• Write the information required on the front of your answer book. The Paper Reference is 

7042/2B. 

• Answer three questions. 

In Section A answer Question 01. 

In Section B answer two questions. 

 
Information 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 

• The maximum mark for this paper is 80. 

• You will be marked on your ability to: 

– use good English 

– organise information clearly 

– use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 

 
Advice 
• You are advised to spend about: 

– 60 minutes on Question 01 

– 45 minutes on each of the two questions in Section B.   
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Section A 

 

Answer Question 01. 

 
 
 

Source A 
 
From the ‘Yorkist Manifesto’, issued by the Yorkist lords before their invasion from Calais 
in 1460. 

 
The commons have been greatly charged with taxes, to their great impoverishment and 
with little good to the King or the country.  With regard to most of these taxes, the King 
has not retained half for himself.  The other part has been taken for their own use by 
other lords and persons who are enemies to the common good.  They have allowed all of 
the possessions which the King held in France and Normandy, which were won by his 
most noble father, to be shamefully lost or sold.  The Earls of Shrewsbury and Wiltshire 
and the Lord Beaumont, our mortal enemies both now and for a long time past, have 
been guiding the King.  The supporters of those lords would not allow the King to receive 
and accept us into his presence as he would have done if he had his own will.  They are 
the cause of all of this and not the noble King.  
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Source B 
 
From ‘Gregory’s Chronicle’, a predominantly London-focused account, dealing with major 
political events and written in the 1460s.  The exact authorship is much disputed by 
historians.  
 
In September 1460, the Duke of York came out of Ireland.  He journeyed towards 
London, gave banners with the arms of England to trumpeters and, commanding his 
sword be borne upright before him, rode to King Henry’s palace at Westminster, and 
there claimed the Crown of England.  He kept King Henry there by force and strength 
until, at last, the King, for fear of death, granted him the Crown.  However, the lords 
asked earnestly that King Henry should retain the Crown during his life, the Crown 
returning to the Duke’s heirs after his death.  They thereupon swore to be faithful and 
true to King Henry; also that it should be treason to speak any evil of the Duke of York, 
his wife or his children.  All the lords agreed to this, and so it was proclaimed in London 
and many places in England.  Also it was decreed that the Duke should receive from the 
Crown yearly, for his expenses and those of his heirs during King Henry’s life, 10,000 
marks. 
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Source C 
 
From an account by Jean de Waurin, a Burgundian historian and diplomat.  He first 
visited England in 1467 and wrote in 1471.  
 
On arrival in London in October 1460, the Duke of York rode straight to the palace, at 
which the people were greatly taken aback.  He went to lodge in the royal chamber and 
the King was placed in the custody of six of the Duke’s men.  The Earl of Salisbury, after 
observing this, went to his son, the Earl of Warwick, and recounted to him the Duke of 
York’s actions.  The Earl of Warwick became very angry and said he would go to the 
Duke of York himself.  He went to the palace which he found full of armed men.  When 
he saw this, he doubted whether the Duke of York intended to come to an understanding 
with him.  When the Duke saw him, there were angry words between them, for the Earl 
disclosed to the Duke how the lords and people were unhappy at his desire to strip the 
King of the Crown.  During these exchanges the Earl of Rutland backed his father against 
the Earl of Warwick. 
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0 1 With reference to these sources and your understanding of the historical context, assess 

the value of these three sources to an historian studying the aims of the Yorkists in 

1460. 

[30 marks] 

  

 
 
 
 

Turn over for Section B 
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Section B 

 

Answer two questions. 

 

 
 

0 2 How politically influential was Margaret of Anjou between 1450 and 1459? 

 [25 marks]   

 
 

0 3 To what extent did Edward IV strengthen royal finances during the ‘decade of peace’ 
from 1471? 

 [25 marks] 
  

 
 

0 4 ‘It was the weakness of Richard III’s position in 1484–85 that enabled Henry Tudor to 

take the throne.’ 

 

Assess the validity of this view. 

 [25 marks] 

  

 
 
 
 

END  OF  QUESTIONS 
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