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General Marking Guidance 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark 

the last candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the first. 
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded 

for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for 

omissions. 
• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme – not according to 

their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 
• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 

should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the 

mark scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 

the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark 

scheme. 
• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification/indicative 

content will not be exhaustive. 
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 

scheme to a candidate’s response, a senior examiner must be consulted 

before a mark is given. 
• Crossed out work should be marked unless the candidate has replaced it 

with an alternative response. 

 
Specific Marking Guidance 

 
When deciding how to reward an answer, examiners should consult both the 

indicative content and the associated marking grid(s). When using a levels-based 

mark scheme, the ‘best fit’ approach should be used. 

• Examiners should first decide which descriptor most closely matches the 

answer and place it in that level. 
• The mark awarded within the level will be decided based on the quality of 

the answer and will be modified according to how securely all bullet 

points are displayed at that level. 
• Indicative content is exactly that – they are factual points that candidates 

are likely to use to construct their answer. 
• It is possible for an answer to be constructed without mentioning some 

or all of these points, as long as they provide alternative responses to the 

indicative content that fulfils the requirements of the question. It is the 

examiner’s responsibility to apply their professional judgement to the 

candidate’s response in determining if the answer fulfils the 

requirements of the question. 
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AO1 Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing and interpret ing 

inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives. 

AO2 Understand and analyse how writers use linguist ic and st ructural 

devices to achieve their effects. 

AO3 Explore links and connect ions between writers’ ideas and 

perspect ives, as well as how these are conveyed. 

AO4 Comm unicate effect ively and im aginat ively, adapt ing form , tone and 
register of writ ing for specific purposes and audiences. 

AO5 Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence st ructures, 
with appropriate paragraphing and accurate spelling, gramm ar and 
punctuat ion. 
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SECTI ON A: Reading 

Text  One 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives. 

Mark 

1  One m ark for any one of the following:  

• (piped)  m usic 

• (public)  telephones 

• advert isem ents ( for scenic guided tours)  

• not ice boards 

• sauna 

• hairdresser 

• glass cases (displaying item s of j ewellery)  

• a welcom ing bar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives. 

Mark 

2  One m ark for any one of the following:  

• it  was an excellent  hotel 

• ( the situat ion)  on the lake (was agreeable)  

• the clim ate was pleasant  

• cars could be hired 

• excursions could be taken 

• walking was pleasant  
• the scenery/ the view/ the m ountain 

 

 

 

 

 
 

( 1 )  
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Quest ion 

Num ber 
Answ er Mark 

3  Reward responses that  dem onst rate how the writer describes the 

Hotel Du Lac. 
 

Responses m ay include:  

• the opening sentence gives a sense of t ranquillity:  ‘pale light  

filtered’,  ‘There was nobody about ’ 

• the descript ion of the hotel:  ‘dignified’ (personificat ion) , 

‘house of good reputat ion’,  ‘a t radit ional establishm ent ’,  

which m akes the hotel sound very convent ional and slight ly 

old- fashioned 
• the use of personificat ion ( throughout )  im plies the hotel is a 

sent ient  being 

• the list  of the type of guests:  ‘the well- to-do, the ret ired, the 

m odest , the respected pat rons of an earlier era of tourism ’, 

which suggests a high-class establishment  
• the posit ive language used to describe its qualit ies:  ‘excellent  

quality’,  ‘spot less’,  ‘im peccable’ 

• the list ing of the lack of at t ract ions is further em phasised by 
‘sim plicity’ and ‘m uted hush’ 

• the list ing used to describe the act ivit ies the cham berm aids 
m ust  com plete 

• the repet it ive st ructure ‘no...no’ 

• the use of the t r icolon:  ‘all household noises had to be 

silenced;  no vacuum ing was heard, no carts of dirty linen 

were glim psed’ and the t r icolon is used throughout , so 

frequent ly as to be a m arked stylist ic feature 

• the at t ract ive qualit ies:  ‘safe haven, an assurance of privacy, 

and discret ion’ do not  sound typically at t ract ive 

• the language used to suggest  the hotel is not  very busy:  ‘less 

than at t ract ive’,  ‘half em pty’,  ‘m ere handful’,  ‘few visitors’,  

‘sm all num ber’ 
• repet it ion of ‘knew it ’ em phasises how select ive the hotel is 

• this is further reinforced by ‘Travel agents did not  know it ’,  
which suggests that  t ravel agents are not  exclusive enough 

• the use of the short  sentence ‘And the word got  around.’ 

• the rest rained language used to describe the at t ract ions:  ‘not  
brilliant ’,  ‘pleasant ’,  ‘not  extensive’,  ‘pleasant  if unexcit ing’ 

• the negat ive language used to describe the young tourists:  

‘hurt led’,  ‘j am m ing’,  cont rasts with the m easured tone of the 

descript ion of the hotel and its guests 

• the confidence that  is shown in ‘quiet  pride’,  ‘m em ory of its 
old fr iends’ 

• the suggest ion that  the hotel can choose its guests:  ‘never 

refuse a reasonable request ’,  ‘unwrit ten references required’,  

‘request  had com e from  someone who... ’ 

• the descript ion of the salon is at t ract ive:  ‘deep blue carpet ’,  

‘m any round glass tables’,  ‘t radit ional arm chairs’,  which 

m akes the hotel sound m ore fr iendly and welcom ing 
• the sense of irony used throughout :  ‘naturally no at tem pt  

was m ade to entertain them '. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
( 1 0 )  
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Quest ion 3  

Level Mark AO2  Understand and analyse how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to achieve their effects. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–2 • Basic ident ificat ion and lit t le understanding of the 

language and/ or st ructure used by writers to achieve 

effects. 
• The use of references is lim ited. 

Level 2  3–4 • Som e understanding of and com m ent  on language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary.  
• The select ion of references is valid, but  not  developed. 

Level 3  5–6 • Clear understanding and explanat ion of language and 

st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary and 

sentence st ructure. 
• The select ion of references is appropriate and relevant  

to the points being made. 

Level 4  7–8 • Thorough understanding and explorat ion of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 
• The select ion of references is detailed, appropriate 

and fully supports the points being m ade. 

Level 5  9–10 • Percept ive understanding and analysis of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 
• The select ion of references is discrim inat ing and 

clarifies the points being m ade. 
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Text  Tw o 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives. 
Mark 

4  One m ark for any one of the following:  

• 550 beds /  crowded 

• pack people in ( like sardines)  

• indifferent  staff 

• (basem ent)  nightclub (open unt il 4 am ) /  
noisy 

• lit t le sleep/ being kept  up all night  

 

 

 

 

 
( 1 )  

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing 

and interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives. 

Mark 

5  One m ark each for any tw o of the following:  

• two single beds 

• two lockers 

• a chair  

• a rubbish bin 

• a sm all hand towel 

• a full roll of toilet  paper 

• (bad, fram ed)  art  on the walls 

• the walls look freshly painted 

• working lights 

• sm oke detectors 

• the window even opens to allow fresh air in 

• a view of a church/ a courtyard filled with 
bloom ing tulips/ a garden view 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
( 2 )  
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Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answ er Mark 

6  Reward responses that  dem onst rate how the writer presents her 

expectat ions and experiences of the Hans Brinker Hotel. 
 

Responses m ay include:  

• the init ial paragraph captures the reader by describing bad 

hotels in general:  ‘no shortage of dodgy places’ 

• the balanced st ructures ‘Hotels with bedbugs and blocked 

plum bing’,  ‘dir ty linen and broken furniture’ em phasise how 

unpleasant  these hotels m ight  be 

• this is followed by another sentence list ing further 

unpleasant  experiences:  ‘m ould in the bathroom  and 

cigaret te burns on the sheets, bad elect r ical wir ing and 

broken locks on the doors’ 

• the descript ion of the staff:  ‘surly, sleazy staff’ (use of 

alliterat ion)  
• the (humorous)  cont rast  of ‘proudly proclaim ing’ 

(alliterat ion)  and ‘worst  hotel in the world’ 

• the use of hum orous quotat ions from  the m arket ing 

cam paign:  ‘Hans Brinker Budget  Hotel:  it  can't  get  any 

worse… but  we'll do our best ’ and ’Now a door with every 

room !’ 

• the use of a rhetorical quest ion ‘which 20-something 

doesn't  want  to brag on social media about  surviving the 

world's worst  hotel?’ 
• the repet it ive sentence st ructure:  ‘with... it ’ which 

em phasises the writer’s negat ive expectat ions 

• the use of the sim ile ‘like sardines’ reinforces the idea of 

how cram ped it  m ight  be 

• the descript ion of the lobby does not  suggest  a pleasant  

experience:  ‘stench’,  ‘clut tered’,  ‘peeling’,  ‘wait ing’ 
• the use of adverbs, ‘curiously’,  ‘surprisingly’,  suggests that  

the experience of the hotel is not  as expected 

• the descript ion of the room  suggests basic but  acceptable 

am enit ies:  ‘two single beds’,  ‘sm all hand towel’,  ‘full roll of 

toilet  paper’,  ‘working lights’ 
• the view from  the window suggests that  the crit ics m ay 

have been harsh:  ‘view of a church’,  ‘bloom ing tulips’ 
• the use of the rhetorical quest ion:  ‘Could this hotel really be 

that  bad?’ 
• the descript ion of the bar:  ‘hundred hotel guests around 

picnic tables’,  ‘everyone is very young’, ‘backpacker fare’ 

• the use of ‘it ’s fair ly tam e stuff’ suggests that  the hotel is 

not  as lively as expected and is an acceptable place ‘I  would 

have relished’ 

• the use of posit ive vocabulary to describe the check out :  
‘free breakfast ’,  ‘m ost ly happy’,  ‘m inim um  of fuss’ 

• the ironic use of ‘disappointed and underwhelm ed’,  

‘expected a lot  worse from  the worst  hotel in the world’ 
• the descript ion:  ‘another average backpacker hostel’,  

‘stock-standard’ 
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 • the use of first  person throughout  

• the use of inform al language ‘your standard... ’,  ‘dodgy 

places’. 

 

( 1 0 )  

 

 
Quest ion 6  

Level Mark AO2  Understand and analyse how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to achieve their effects. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–2 • Basic ident ificat ion and lit t le understanding of the 

language and/ or st ructure used by writers to achieve 

effects. 
• The use of references is lim ited. 

Level 2  3–4 • Som e understanding of and com m ent  on language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary.  
• The select ion of references is valid, but  not  developed. 

Level 3  5–6 • Clear understanding and explanat ion of language and 

st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary and 

sentence st ructure. 
• The select ion of references is appropriate and relevant  

to the points being made. 

Level 4  7–8 • Thorough understanding and explorat ion of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 
• The select ion of references is detailed, appropriate 

and fully supports the points being m ade. 

Level 5  9–10 • Percept ive understanding and analysis of language 

and st ructure and how these are used by writers to 

achieve effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

st ructure and other language features. 
• The select ion of references is discrim inat ing and 

clarifies the points being m ade. 
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Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answ er Mark 

7  Responses m ay include the following points:  

 

Text  One 

• suggests the hotel is rather old- fashioned:  ‘dignified’,  
‘t radit ional’ 

• uses the lack of at tent ion to m odern requirements:  ‘m ade lit t le 

effort ’,  ‘plain’,  ‘absence of at t ract ions’ 

• uses the lack of at t ract ions and the cham berm aids to suggest  

how unobt rusive the hotel and service are 

• presents the hotel as not  having m any guests:  ‘handful of 

guests’,  ‘few visitors’ 
• explains what  the hotel offers its guests:  ‘a safe haven, an 

assurance of privacy, and discret ion’ 

• clearly ident ifies those who m ight  stay there:  ‘those whom  life 
has m ist reated’ 

• provides an unusual way of f inding out  about  the hotel ‘Certain 
doctors knew it ,  m any solicitors knew it  and accountants knew 
it ’ 

• offers som e (qualified)  posit ive aspects of staying there:  ‘its 
situat ion on the lake was agreeable’,  ‘pleasant ’ 

• suggests that  the hotel owners choose who stays:  ‘unwrit ten 
references’,  ‘the Huber fam ily’s files’. 

 
General points candidates m ay m ake on the w hole of Text  One 

• the hotel is personified to m ake it  sound as if it  is in cont rol 

• there are m any modern at t ract ions this hotel does not  have 
but  it  does not  sound unat t ract ive 

• the style is form al reflect ing the form ality of the hotel. 

 

Text  Tw o 

• conveys negat ive ideas from  the start :  ‘Hotels with bedbugs 
and blocked plum bing, dirty linen and broken furniture’ 

• refers to a m arket ing cam paign:  ‘m arket ing gem s’, ‘the 

decades- long cam paign’ 

• presents her low expectat ions:  ‘pack people in like sardines’,  

‘indifferent  staff’,  ’lit t le sleep’ 

• m akes the locat ion sound at t ract ive:  ‘renovated’,  ‘known for 

its fine art  and ant ique stores’ 
• gives some negat ive im pressions of the lobby:  ‘stench’,  

‘clut tered’,  ‘wait ing’ 

• cont rasts this with the m ore posit ive points about  the room:  
‘sm all hand towel’,  ‘freshly painted’,  ‘working lights’,  ‘tulips’ 

• describes the bar as full and lively:  ‘over a hundred’,  ‘sit  in 
groups’ 

• describes the guests:  ‘young’,  ‘backpackers’,  ‘hungry, hung-  

over but  m ost ly happy’. 

 

General points candidates m ay m ake on the w hole of Text  

Tw o 
• it  is in the first  person 

• it  is m ost ly posit ive 

• it  is inform al /  colloquial 
• uses quest ions /  rhetorical quest ions. 
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Points of com parison 

• Text  One is narrat ive/ descript ive /  Text  Two is 

inform at ive/ descript ive 
• Text  One is fict ion /  Text  Two is non- fict ion 

• Text  One is not  j udgem ental about  the hotel /  Text  Two is a 

personal review of the hotel 

• Text  One suggests the guests m ay be seeking a peaceful 

ret reat  /  Text  Two suggests the guests are having a lively t im e 

• Text  One has an idyllic lakeside set t ing /  Text  Two is set  in a 

city cent re 
• Text  One describes a luxury hotel /  Text  Two describes a basic 

hotel 
• both texts are about  places to stay 

• both texts clearly convey the writers’ ideas and perspect ives. 

 
Reward all valid points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 1 5 )  

 
Quest ion 7  

Level Mark AO3  Explore links and connect ions between writers’ ideas and 

perspect ives, as well as how these are conveyed. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–3 • The response does not  com pare the texts. 

• Descript ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including 

them e, language and/ or st ructure. 

• The use of references is lim ited. 

Level 2  4–6 • The response considers obvious com parisons between the 

texts. 

• Comm ent  on writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including 

them e, language and/ or st ructure. 

• The select ion of references is valid, but  not  developed. 

NB: candidates w ho have considered only ONE text  m ay only 

achieve a m ark up to the top of Level 2  

Level 3  7–9 • The response considers a range of com parisons between the 

texts. 

• Explanat ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including 

them e, language and/ or st ructure. 

• The select ion of references is appropriate and relevant  to 

the points being m ade. 

Level 4  10–12 • The response considers a wide range of com parisons 

between the texts. 

• Explorat ion of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including how 

them e, language and/ or st ructure are used across the texts. 

• References are balanced across both texts and fully support  

the points being m ade. 

Level 5  13–15 • The response considers a varied and com prehensive range 

of com parisons between the texts. 

• Analysis of writers’ ideas and perspect ives, including how 
them e, language and/ or st ructure are used across the texts. 

• References are balanced across both texts;  they are 

discrim inat ing and fully support  the points being m ade. 

PMT



12 
 

SECTI ON B: Reading and W rit ing 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

8  A suitable register for a website cont r ibut ion for t ravellers should be 

adopted. Candidates should address all areas. The following are some 

points that  candidates m ay m ake but  there are other possibilit ies. Some 

candidates m ay interpret  the task m ore widely and use other exam ples 

than those m ent ioned in the passages. 

The different  types of people w ho stay in hotels 
• r ich people 

• older people 

• those who want  peace and quiet  

• those who want  to have a lively t im e 

• people who want  to escape 

• people who have problem s 

• reviewers 

• backpackers 

• tourists /  people on holiday 

• young people /  students 

 
The good things about  places to stay 

• good quality furnishings 

• cleanliness 

• polite and well-m annered staff 

• efficient  and unobt rusive staff 

• a pleasant  locat ion 

• security 

• working am enit ies in the room 

• room with a view 

• happy guests 

• lots of things to do nearby 

 

The bad things about  places to stay 

• not  very m odern 

• plain decorat ion 

• lack of at t ract ions – nothing to do 

• cram ped bar/ dark bar 

• too quiet  

• poor weather 

• blurry views 

• m ight  not  fit  in 

• lack of cleanliness 

• dam aged furniture 

• infestat ions 

• dangerous wir ing 

• broken locks 

• unpleasant  staff 

• crowded 

• noisy 

• sm elly 

• basic food 

 

Reward all valid points. 
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Quest ion 8  

Level Mark AO1  Read and understand a variety of texts, select ing and 

interpret ing inform at ion, ideas and perspect ives. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–2 • Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is 

lim ited. 

• I ncludes a sm all number of points with som e relevance. 

• Dem onst rates a lim ited ability to locate and ret r ieve 

inform at ion and ideas. 

Level 2  3–4 • Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is valid, 

but  not  developed. 

• Gives some relevant  points. 

• Brings in som e relevant  inform at ion and ideas. 

Level 3  5–6 • Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is 

appropriate and relevant  to the points being m ade. 

• Offers a reasonable num ber of relevant  points. 

• Shows secure appreciat ion of inform at ion and ideas. 

Level 4  7–8 • Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is 

appropriate, detailed and fully supports the points being 

m ade. 

• Offers a good num ber of relevant  points. 

• Makes well- focused comm ents about  inform at ion and ideas. 

Level 5  9–10 • Select ion and interpretat ion of the given bullet  points is apt  

and is persuasive in clarifying the points being m ade. 

• Offers a wide range of relevant  points. 

• Presents well- focused comm ents with percept ive references 

to inform at ion and ideas. 
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Quest ion 8  

Level Mark AO4  Com m unicate effect ively and im aginat ively, adapt ing form , tone 

and register of writ ing for specific purposes and audiences. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–2 • Comm unicat ion is at  a basic level,  and lim ited in clarity. 

• Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing and the 
intended reader. 

• Lit t le awareness of form , tone and register. 

Level 2  3–4 • Comm unicates in a broadly appropriate way. 

• Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• St raight forward use of form , tone and register. 

Level 3  5–7 • Comm unicates clearly. 

• Clear sense of purpose and understanding of the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• Appropriate use of form , tone and register. 

Level 4  8–10 • Comm unicates successfully. 

• A secure realisat ion of purpose and the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• Effect ive use of form , tone and register. 

Level 5  11–12 • Comm unicat ion is percept ive and subt le. 

• Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• Sophist icated use of form , tone and register. 

PMT
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Quest ion 8  

Level Mark AO5  Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 
st ructures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, gram m ar 

and punctuat ion. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–2 • Expresses inform at ion and ideas, with lim ited use of 
st ructural and gram mat ical features. 

• Uses basic vocabulary, often m isspelt . 
• Uses punctuat ion with basic cont rol,  creat ing undeveloped, 

often repet it ive, sentence st ructures. 

Level 2  3–4 • Expresses and orders inform at ion and ideas;  uses 
paragraphs and a range of st ructural and gramm at ical 
features. 

• Uses som e correct ly spelt  vocabulary, e.g. words with regular  
pat terns such as prefixes, suffixes, double consonants. 

• Uses punctuat ion with some cont rol,  creat ing a range of 
sentence st ructures, including coordinat ion and subordinat ion. 

Level 3  5–6 • Develops and m anages appropriate inform at ion and ideas 
using st ructural and gram m at ical features deliberately with 
accurate paragraphing 

• Uses a varied and select ive vocabulary, including words with 
irregular pat terns, with occasional spelling errors 

• Uses a range of accurate and varied punctuat ion for clarity, 
adapt ing sentence st ructures for effect . 

Level 4  7–8 • Manipulates com plex ideas, ut ilising a range of st ructural 
and gram m at ical features to support  coherence and 
cohesion. 

• Uses extensive vocabulary st rategically;  rare spelling errors 
do not  det ract  from  overall m eaning. 

• Punctuates writ ing with accuracy to aid em phasis and precision, 
using a range of sentence st ructures accurately and select ively 
to achieve part icular effects. 

PMT
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SECTI ON C: W rit ing 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

9  As no audience is specified, the exam iner is assumed to be the 

audience. 

 

Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statem ent  and 

m ay present  a variety of argum ents. 

 

Content  m ay include references to:  t ravel can be to m ore exot ic 

locat ions but  can also be within one’s own count ry;  you can 

m eet  different  people, see different  and amazing places and 

experience different  cultures and beliefs first -hand;  you can 

learn to be m ore tolerant  of others and their cultures;  you can 

collect  souvenirs/ m ake everlast ing m emories. 

 

Som e people m ay not  like t ravelling:  you can see film s and read 

t ravel books to learn about  different  places;  t ravel can be 

expensive;  t ravel can lead to problem s e.g. illnesses, food, 

t ransport  difficult ies and danger;  popular locat ions suffer from  

overcrowding from  tourists;  long-distance t ravel can im pact  the 

environm ent. 

 

Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 0  No indicat ive content  can be specified, since candidates m ay 

choose to interpret  the t it le as they wish. 

 

Candidates should be rewarded for such qualit ies as a sense of 

dram a, vivid descript ion, excitem ent  or suspense. 

 

NB:  Explicit  reference to the t it le m ay not  be m ent ioned unt il 

the end of the story. 

 

Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

I ndicat ive content  

1 1  Candidates m ay choose a range of experiences that  m ay be 

real or im aginary. Answers m ay include descript ions of the 

experience of staying away from  home, the effect  it  had on 

them  or what  it  m eant  to them. 

 
Candidates should be rewarded for their powers to evoke a 

sense of what  the experience involved including their 

thoughts, feelings and react ions, using effect ive vocabulary. 

 

Exam iners should be open to a wide range of interpretat ion. 
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Quest ions 9 , 1 0  and 1 1  

Level Mark AO4  Com m unicate effect ively and im aginat ively, adapt ing form , tone 

and register of writ ing for specific purposes and audiences. 
 0 No rewardable m aterial.  

Level 1  1–4 • Comm unicat ion is at  a basic level,  and lim ited in clarity. 

• Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing and the 
intended reader. 

• Lit t le awareness of form , tone and register. 

Level 2  5–8 • Comm unicates in a broadly appropriate way. 

• Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• St raight forward use of form , tone and register. 

Level 3  9–12 • Comm unicates clearly. 

• Clear sense of purpose and understanding of the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• Appropriate use of form , tone and register. 

Level 4  13–16 • Comm unicates successfully. 

• A secure realisat ion of purpose and the 
expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• Effect ive use of form , tone and register. 

Level 5  17–20 • Comm unicat ion is percept ive and subt le. 

• Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader. 

• Sophist icated use of form , tone and register. 
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Quest ions 9 , 1 0  and 1 1  

Level Mark AO5 : Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence 
st ructures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate 

spelling, gramm ar and punctuat ion. 

 0 No rewardable m aterial 

Level 1  1–2 • Expresses inform at ion and ideas, with lim ited use of 
st ructural and gram mat ical features. 

• Uses basic vocabulary, often m isspelt . 

• Uses punctuat ion with basic cont rol,  creat ing undeveloped, 
often repet it ive, sentence st ructures. 

Level 2  3–4 • Expresses and orders inform at ion and ideas;  uses 
paragraphs and a range of st ructural and gram m at ical 
features. 

• Uses som e correct ly spelt  vocabulary, e.g. words with 
regular pat terns such as prefixes, suffixes, double 
consonants. 

• Uses punctuat ion with some cont rol,  creat ing a range of 

sentence st ructures, including coordinat ion and 

subordinat ion. 

Level 3  5–6 • Develops and connects appropriate inform at ion and ideas;  

st ructural and gram m at ical features and paragraphing 

m ake the m eaning clear. 

• Uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing 
irregular pat terns correct ly. 

• Uses accurate and varied punctuat ion, adapt ing sentence 
st ructures as appropriate. 

Level 4  7–8 • Manages inform at ion and ideas, with st ructural and 

gram m at ical features used cohesively and deliberately 

across the text . 

• Uses a wide, select ive vocabulary with only occasional 
spelling errors. 

• Posit ions a range of punctuat ion for clarity, m anaging 
sentence st ructures for deliberate effect . 

Level 5  9–10 • Manipulates com plex ideas, ut ilising a range of st ructural 
and gram m at ical features to support  coherence and 
cohesion. 

• Uses extensive vocabulary st rategically;  rare spelling 
errors do not  det ract  from  overall m eaning. 

• Punctuates writ ing with accuracy to aid em phasis and 
precision, using a range of sentence st ructures accurately 
and select ively to achieve part icular effects. 
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